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Every few years, I create surveys for our 8th grade students, our 

graduating seniors, and our staff to complete.  The idea is to 

gather the pulse of these groups and get their respective opinions 

as to how Walden is operating and how it can improve to serve 

their needs.  The district also issues it's own climate survey to 

parents and reports those results to school principals in summer.   
 

This year, in addition to those surveys, I'm including a survey 

exclusively for parents of Walden students. 
 

I will be delivering your survey via your student in the near 

future - it'll have directions and will be anonymous - and I ask 

that you complete it and return it via your student.  We will save 

postage and remain anonymous that way.   
 

Following the review of all of this information, I'll report the 

results in staff meetings and in the WOW, but most importantly, 

these efforts will help give us all an idea of how we're doing in 

meeting important goals we have for  

Walden. 
 

Thank you in advance for receiving this survey and completing it 

- your time will be well spent………Bob. 

 

 

New Safety Guidelines at Pick UpTime 
Parents, if your kids are waiting for a ride, please instruct 

them to wait inside school in the breezeway or front door. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Walden students in Teotihuacanon, Mexico, on top of the  

Aztec Pyramid of the Sun in October, 2008 

 

 

CALENDAR 2008-2009 
 

March 
10 PTSA Internet Safety Program    6:30pm 

12 Delayed Start – school starts at 9:15 

 Dine Out at Rocky Roccoco's   5:00-9:00 pm 

17 PTSA Meeting  6:30-8:00 pm 

18 English Fest 

20 Spring Fling Dance 6:00-9:00 pm 

24 Market Day Pickup 4:00-5:00 pm 

 Senior Class hosts – staff advisor is Chris 

26 Book Fair in the Main Hall      11:30am-7:30pm 

26-27 Conferences – dismissal at 11:14 am 

27 Conferences – no school 
 

April 
4 Barnes & Noble Book Fair     9:00am-11:00pm 

10-19 Spring Recess (school resumes April 20) 

20 School Resumes 

21 PTSA College Night  6:30-8:00 

28 Market Day Pickup 4:00-5:00 pm 

Student Government hosts – advisor is Michael 

TBA Penney Wars 
 

May  
7 Delayed Start – school starts at 9:15 

 Dine Out at Shillings 

16 Prom  

17 Spring Choir and Orchestra concert 7:00 

19 PTSA Meeting  6:30-8:00 pm 

21 Ice Cream Social  7:00 pm  

23 Springing Walden 

25 Memorial Day – no school 

26 Market Day Pickup 4:00-5:00 pm 

 Drama/Forensics hosts – advisor is Michael 

28 R.O.P.E. Ceremony 6:00 pm 
 

June 
5 Graduation Ceremony  6:00 pm 

TBA Walden Wheels 

9-10 Conferences – dismissal at 11:14 am 

10 Conferences- no school 

10 Last Day of School 

Walden III Middle and High School  * 1012 Center Street Racine, WI 53402 *  262.664.6250 * www.waldeniii.org  

 

WALDEN III 
                   In the Process of Discovery 

MAIN OFFICE       664-6250 

ATTENDANCE LINE   664-6259 

       Please call before 9:00 am 

A Word from Principal Bob Holzem 
 

 



 

 
 

DROP-OFF ETIQUETTE 
Parents – Do not block the entrance to the staff parking lot on  

the north side of the building.  The teachers need to get into the 

lot, and parents stopping in the driveway create a hazard as well  

as late staff.  
 

BOOK RENT 
Book rental for second semester is due by MARCH 15.  The  

cost is $12.00; after March 15 it is $17.00.  If you have not yet 

paid for the first semester, please pay $29.00 by March 15.   

After that date the amount increases to $34.00 for the full year.   
Make checks out to Walden and write “Book rent” in the memo 

line.  Remit to your homegroup teacher or directly to the Office.    

THANK YOU for paying promptly. 

 

Spring Concert Dates 
Mark your calendars for the Spring Choir and Orchestra  

concert to be held on Tuesday, May 17 at 7:00 pm at Holy 

Communion Lutheran Church at 2000 W. 6
th
 St. 

 

The Walden Band concert and Ice Cream Social will be held  

on Thursday, May 21 at 7:00 pm at Walden. 
 

Other Music Performance Dates 
We will not be attending the March 10 Park Jazz Festival. 

Both high school and middle school orchestras will be  

performing at Solo/Ensemble at Case on March 14. 

Information will be sent home with your student. 

 

Parent Key Communicators Group 

In an effort to better communicate with parents and guardians,  

the Racine Unified School District invites parents and  

guardians to join superintendent Dr. James Shaw for noon 

meetings held the third Wednesday of every month for the  

Parent Key Communicators Group.  These monthly meetings  

are a chance for Dr. Shaw to share with parents and guardians 

information about the district, and an opportunity to discuss 

successes and challenges as a group.  Meetings begin at noon  

and last approximately 90 minutes.  Reservations are required to 

attend as there is a light lunch served for participants.  For more 

information call 631-7173, or e-mail info@racine.k12.wi.us  

 

River Bend’s Maple Syrup Sundays 
When the snow begins to melt and the temperatures begin to  

rise, it’s time for…Sugarin’ Off Pancake Sundays at River  

Bend Nature Center.  Join us every Sunday in March for a 

pancake breakfast with real maple syrup.  Then take a stroll 

through the sugarbush to see how trees are tapped and the sap 

turned into syrup in large kettles over outdoor fire pits.   

We will be serving from 10 am -1pm.   

Adults: $7.00, Kids 12 & under: $5.00, Age 3 & under: Free.  
 

All proceeds go to support educational programs at River Bend.  

For questions call 262-639-0930.   

 

PTSA Internet Safety Program 
"Culture of the Over-Connecteds,  

Teaching Kids How to be Safe Online" 
Jane Finkenbine from The Ophelia Project will discuss what 

every parent needs to know about their children's online 

habits.  How safe are MySpace and FaceBook?  How can 

parents monitor their child's online activity while balancing 

the child's need for privacy?  What do parents do if their child 

is being bullied online?  Find out answers to these questions 

and more, Tuesday, March 10th from 6:30 - 8:00 pm.  

Enter Walden through the breezeway doors in the north 

parking lot.  (This event is for parents only) 

 
Third Quarter Conferences  
Parent-teacher conferences will be held on Thursday, March 

26 and Friday, March 27. Please remember that students are 

required to attend their conference with their parent or 

guardian. 

 

Scholastic Book Fair During Conferences 
Stop by the Scholastic Book Fair held during 3rd quarter 

conferences to buy some great books and support your 

Walden School Library. The Scholastic Book Fair will be a 

one-day fair held on Thursday March 26 from 11:30 am to 

7:30 pm. Your purchases help build our Walden School 

Library collection and keep our Walden students reading. 

Hope to see you there! ……….Eileen 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Now is the time to stock up for your summer reading!  Shop at 

Barnes & Noble on April 4th, and help Walden earn money!   
 

Present the Barnes & Noble/Walden III voucher at the register 

on April 4
th

, and Walden will receive between 15-25% of the 

total sales generated.   
  

Here’s how you can help Walden on April 4th: 
 

 Purchase books for ROPES and other classes  
 

  Books, puzzles, & stationary make great Easter basket gifts,  

    which can be purchased at Barnes & Noble. 
 

   Double your contributions to Walden – purchase SCRIP to 

     use on APRIL 4, and Walden earns even more! 
 

 Call by March 21 to pre-order books (597-9757).   

    Pick them up at the register on April 4 – you get the books 

    you want, and we get a portion of the proceeds! 
 

Don’t forget your voucher! Download at www.waldeniii.org   

Saturday, April 4, 9am to 11pm 
  

*Call Esther Helding (639-1512) with any questions. 

 

IMPORTANT NOTICES 
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BARNES & NOBLE SPRING BOOK FAIR 
 

Saturday, April 4, 9am to 11pm 

Books make great Easter basket stuffers 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE TO SENIORS 
 

SCHOLARSHIP QUALIFICATIONS DUE By 

Racine Area Retired 

Educators 

Majoring in the 

education field 

March 10 

Por La Gente Assoc. Hispanic descent March 15 

SC Johnson Fund 

Young Leaders 

2.5 GPA, in need of 

economic assistance 

March 15 

Kohl’s Cares for Kids Volunteer March 15 

Angel on my Shoulder Cancer survivor March 31 

Order Sons of Italy Italian descent March 31 

Junior League  Female, volunteer April 1 

Bud & Mary Androff Education, PE April 1 

UNICO Scholarship Italian descent April 1 

Phi Delta Kappa Essay,higher education April 3 

Kiwanis-GreaterRacine 

Community Service 

Attend college, essay April 14 

Carrie Crystal Stuckert 

Memorial Art Schlrshp 

Art major, extra-

curricular activies 
April 17 

 

Additional Opportunities 
►  UW-Stevens Point is accepting apps for their 2009  

      Precollege programs for Multicultural Affairs 

► Carleton Arts Experience is offering a summer program. 

►Northwestern Univ.’s Center for Talent Development is  

    offering a summer and Saturday enrichment program 
►UW-Madison Society of Women Engineers is offering a 

     Summer camp for 10
th
 and 11

th
 grade females 

►UW-Milwaukee is offering a College for Kids Program 

 

Walden III Memorial Scholarships  
are available to all Middle School and High School 

students.  Deadline for applications is May 1 
 

Racine PTA Council $1,000 Scholarship 
Seniors – act quick – the deadline is March 7, 2009. 

Applications are online at www.waldeniii.org or see Katie.  

 

Kohl’s Kids Who Care Scholarships 
Kohl’s recognizes and rewards young volunteers whose time, 

efforts, and ideas go above and beyond the norm to make a 

positive impact on their communities. 

Nominees will be divided into two groups (ages 6-12 and  

13-18), and awards will be given on three levels: 

 Over 2000 store winners will receive a $50 Kohl’s gift 

certificate 

 190 regional winners will receive $1,000 towards their 

secondary schooling 

 10 national winners will be awarded $5,000 

scholarships 

Electronic applications and program rules are available through 

their website at www.kohlskidswhocare.com . 
Entry deadline is March 15, 2009. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008-2009 ACT/SAT TESTING DATES 
 

ACT 

Test Date 

Registration 

Deadline 

Late 

Registration 

April 4 Feb. 27 Feb 28-Mar 13 

June 13 May 8 May 9-22 

SAT 

Test Date 

Registration 

Deadline 

Late Registration 

May 2 March 31 April 9 

June 6 May 5 May 15 
 

Register online to take the ACT and SAT tests at:  

ACT: www.actstudent.org  

SAT: www.collegeboard.com    

The code for Walden is 501-919. 

 

Honors Information 
RUSD Central Office sends honors information to the Racine 

Journal Times using the following criteria: 

High School  High Honors  = GPA of 3.5 and up 

Honors  = GPA of 3.25 – 3.49 

Middle School A Honors = GPA of 3.5 and up 

B+ Honors = GPA of 3.25 – 3.49 

B Honors = GPA of 3.0 – 3.249 

 

Healthy Snacks Available at School 
Did your child rush off to school today without eating 

breakfast?  Send along a few dollars, and he/she can pick up 

something at school.  Food is available at the School Store 

during Homegroup.  Prices range from $.50-$1.50 for items 

such as a breakfast biscuit with sausage, egg, and cheese, OJ, 

pretzels, Bagel Bites, and more. 

 

Snacks and drinks for $.25-$1.00 can be purchased at Sue’s 

Store throughout the day.   

In addition, there are frequent Bake Sales during Homegroup 

COUNSELOR NEWS ….Katie McCauley 
 

 When should we start saving for college? 

 What courses should I take? 

 What activities or volunteer work helps me get into 

the college of my choice?  
 

Join us for Walden PTSA College Night to find out 

what your child needs to be doing now to get ready for life 

after high school.  In its third year, this popular event 

answers questions parents and students have about what high 

school classes students should take, what activities are 

important, and how to begin the whole college process.  

Parents of high school and middle schools parents – mark 

your calendars for this very informative event.  We will host 

a panel Q & A session with several area colleges. 

Tuesday, April 21, at 7:00 pm in the library 
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Thanks to everyone who attended 

and helped out with Dig It, the 

Green School fundraiser at 

DeKoven.  We raised over $4,500 

and a good time was had by all.  

We have many sponsors to thank for 

their generous donations to the  

Silent Auction.  

Special thanks go to Minuteman 

Press for printing and designing 

tickets for the event and Timer’s 

Beverage Center for providing the 

beer and wine. We would also like to 

thank Max Dersham and Dekoven 

for their generous support.  Money 

raised will be used for the Outdoor 

Classroom and Rain Garden that is 

well underway. 
 

Donations to “Dig It”, are ongoing. 

There are several “layers” of giving, 

so “dig deep”! 
  

Attraction Level: $20 to $50 
Add vibrancy to the garden by 

donating to the purchase of plants 

that attract birds and butterflies, and 

adds both sound and color. 
  

Refuge Level: $51 to $100 
Donate to additions within the  

garden that enhance contemplation: 

artwork, signage, and rock outcrops 

(which are both sculpture and  

resting areas). 
  

Foundation Level: $101 to $500 
Create the building blocks of the 

future: donate for equipment rental, 

soil for berms, and trees. 
  

Sustainable: $501 to $1000 
Help build a viable solution by 

donating directly to the 

implementation of a Rain Garden.  

 All donations may be directed to: 

“Walden III Green School Rain 

Garden” at Walden. 
 

Thank you to Walden parent Stacey Seeberger for making the 

invitations, and a heartfelt thank you to Tom Rutkowski and his 

wife Natalie Chulew for the many hours of planning and work 

they put into making this event a success. 
 

Anyone with suggestions for activities or speakers for Walden's  

Environmental Education Day on Thursday, May 21 should 

contact Tom R.  We welcome your input. 

 

 

The Outdoor Classroom and Rain Garden 
was selected from more that 1000 kids’ 

gardening programs nationwide to receive a 

2009 Youth Garden Grant from the 

National Gardening Association, based in 
South Burlington, Vermont.  This award-

winning youth gardening program will receive an assortment of 

books donated by the National Gardening Association and a 

$500 gift card from The Home Depot, which recognizes that 

today’s youth are the future of American gardening.  

Congratulations! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Tom Kohl will be taking 32 students to this year’s 40
th

 Model 

U.N. Conference at the University of WI-Milwaukee on 

Thursday, March 19, and Friday, March 20.  They will be 

staying overnight at the Doubletree Downtown Center Hotel.  

Students have made a commitment to attend will be excused for 

emergency situations only.   
 

Each student should bring 

 a small piece of luggage 

 Money for meals (lunch, dinner, and breakfast) 

 Cells phones are permitted. 

 Folder containing all materials including culture gram, 

position papers, and U.N. handbook 
 

Students must be at Walden by 6:45 am on Thursday, March 

19, in front of the main office to board the bus.  They will return 

to Walden at approximately 4:30 pm on Friday. 

 

 

 

 
Middle School Girls’ Intramural Basketball will run for three 

weeks from March 2
nd

 – 20
th

 on Monday through Thursday 

after school.  No activity buses are available, so please pick up 

your student by 3:4 5 pm.  Physicals are not required. 
 

Middle School Floor Hockey for both boys and girls will run 

for the following three weeks from March 23
rd

 through April 

9
th

, Monday through Thursday.  Please be on time to pick up 

your student at 3:45 pm, as no buses are available. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our final ski trip of the year is scheduled for Wednesday, 

March 4 – don’t miss it!  Sign up with Annette. 

 

WALDEN III CLUBS & ACTIVITIES 
For a complete listing, pick up a Student Activity Guide from the Office or from the PTSA 

AFTER SCHOOL SPORTS………………Sam 

MODEL UN/OAS………………Tom Kohl, advisor 

For High School students interested in world issues 

Adam Rutkowski  
Alex Mandli  
Art Metals Studio  
Becky Wadleigh  
Ben Lehrner  
Bob Holzem  
Camp Anokijig  
Chick Veenstra  
David's Piano Repair 
and Tuning  
Don Ricchio  
Dover Flag and Map  
Dremel Corporation  
Dylan Friss  
Fired UP  
Funky Hannah's  
Gary and Sue Sorenson  
Hailey Townsend  
Hot Shop Glass  
Inside Out  
Judy Stapleman Kroes  
Mathis Gallery  
Molly Magruder  
Organic Valley Dairy  
Pam Veenstra  
Phil Williams  
Racine Art Museum  
Racine Cyclery  
Racine Gymnastics 
Center  
Racine Theater Guild  
Renee Staeck  
River Bend Nature Ctr  
Root River   
   Environmental Ctr  
Schmitt Music  
Sheepish  
Steve Platt  
Tammy Frischmuth  
The Hickey Family  
The Yardarm  
Thomas Aviles  
Timer's Liquor  
Tom Ahrens  
Tom Feeney  
Tracy Hanson and 
   Cody Becker  
Upurea  
Waves  

SKI CLUB……………………..….Annette Terselic 

For all students interested in skiing & snowboarding 
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WALDEN GREEN SCHOOL ………….Tom R 



 

 
PTSA February Meeting Highlights 
At the February PTSA meeting, we voted on the Big Give, our 

annual large funding initiative. We are happy to report that we 

voted to fund both the set of portable disc golf baskets and the 

Outdoor Classroom and Rain Garden requests. 

We also donated $200 to the PTA Council Scholarship Fund. 
 

Thanks to everyone for participating in PTSA fundraisers.  

Your support allowed us to fund both of these important 

projects for Walden. 

PLEASE JOIN US at our next meeting on: 

Tuesday, March 17, 6:30-8:00 in the Teacher's Lounge. 

Enter through the breezeway from the North Parking Lot. 

 

 
 

A warm thank you to Janet’s English Class for helping at the 

January Sale, and to Vanessa’s Music group who helped at the 

February sale. 
 

March Specials:  Purchase 3 boxes of cookie dough and 

receive $5 off this month’s order and a $5 coupon towards your 

next purchase of Nesquik® Low Fat Milk (Chocolate or 

Strawberry).  Purchase $35 once before, and again during the 

month of May, to receive a FREE 20" x 17" x 9" insulated bag. 
 

Paper orders are due in the office by 2pm Friday March 20
th

. 

Online orders are due by 11pm on the website at 

www.marketday.com .  Pick up March 24
th

 in the cafeteria. 
 

Pick up a brochure in the office.   Contact Andrea Peterson, 

apeterson6@wi.rr.com  or call 635-1483 after 3:00 pm.   
 

March’s sale benefits the Senior Class 
 

We will need a new coordinator for next year.  Please see 

Volunteer Opportunities for a description of duties. 

 

 

5 EASY WAYS TO HELP WALDEN 
 Buy Scrip at www.shopwithscrip.com  

 Purchase foods from Market Day 

 Clip BoxTop labels from a wide variety of items 

 Clip Campbell’s labels 

 Save Kemps Caps 

 

 

THANK YOU TO OUR VOLUNTEERS 
Guests at the Dig It Wine Tasting were treated to fabulous food 

and desserts made by Natalie Chulew, Deb Karp, Edith 

Minasian, Shelly Ortwein, Colleen Patterson, Kim Poehlman, 

and Lisa Scott Ptacek.  Thank you to our talented cooks! 

 

 

Dine Out at Rocky Rococo’s 
Make it easy – support Walden with Dine Out 

Thursday, March 12 is a Late Start day – why not take the 

night off and take the family to Rocky Rococo’s for pizza? 

Turn in the enclosed voucher when you pay, and Walden will 

receive 15% of sales that night between 5:00-9:00 pm. 

 

 
 
 

 March 20  Spring Fling Dance        6:30-9:00 
3-5 chaperones are needed to help monitor halls and other 

duties.    Contact: Jane, 681-1962 
 

 March 26 Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
Time: drop off by 10:30 Contact: Stevie, 681-8754 

Parent donations of salads and desserts for the luncheon 

would be most appreciated 
 

Market Day Coordinator 
WE NEED YOU! We are looking for a new Market Day 

coordinator for next year, with training available now. 

This is one of Walden’s most important fundraisers – all our 

school clubs get funding for their trips and projects through 

Market Day.  Duties include processing monthly orders, 

attending monthly sales, coordinating with staff sponsor and 

treasurer to remit club profit.  For further info, contact Andrea 

Peterson, 635-1483, apeterson6@wi.rr.com    

 

 
 

Scrip  
This month purchase iTunes and Barnes & Noble scrip! 

 Receive a free song download with each iTunes gift card 

purchased between March 7
th
 and April 3

rd
.  Cards are 

available for $15; -- Walden earns 4% for each card. 

 Get ready for the Barnes & Noble Book Fair on April 4. 

We earn 10% on each card purchased. 

 Be ready - Keep scrip on hand for your favorite fast food 

chains like Culvers, Burger King, Subway, Arbys, or 

Kentucky Fried Chicken, and Walden benefits each time. 

Order online at www.shopwithscrip.com  or drop off 

your order form in the office by 2:00 pm on Mondays.  You 

will receive your Scrip back as early as Wednesday.    

 Contact: Pam Heitfeld, 884-0752  
 

How to Contact the PTSA 
Phone: Lisa Scott Ptacek, President, 681-2414  

Email: lisascottptacek@aol.com   
  Email: PTSA@waldeniii.org  to contact all board members  

 

WALDEN III PTSA NEWS 

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

To volunteer, contact Jane Finkenbine at 681-1962, 

or email j.finkenbine@yahoo.com  
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WALDEN III MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS 

 

There are four Walden III Memorial Scholarships available for students to apply for.  They are as follows: 

 

JEROME KAMIN MEMORIAL AWARD 
 

 The award shall be granted to a 12
th

 grade student who is an avid and broad area reader. 

 Nominees will submit their ROPE bibliography and book reports to the Kamin Committee. 

 A committee consisting of one English teacher, the HS Coordinator, and one volunteer will review  

the nominees and make the award. 

 The recipient will receive a gift certificate for the purchase of books, be recognized as the “Kamin 

Reader of the Year”, and have his/her name engraved on the Kamin Plaque located in the main hall. 

 

 
SARAH LAJINESS CREATIVE WRITING AWARD 

 
 The Sarah Lajiness Creative Writing Award encourages original writings. 

 Students may submit up to three pieces in the following categories: 

  Play, Poetry, Short Story or Essay 

 Walden III reserves the right to publish or use any material submitted for its own projects  

or other purposes deemed appropriate. 

 

 

PAUL J. CAIRNS SEMINAR AWARD 
 

 The Paul J. Cairns Seminar Award is a grant awarded to a student who will be enrolled in a seminar, 

camping trip, or school program for the purposes of educational enrichment. 

 Applicants should attach a short statement supporting the personal and educational benefits to be gained 

from this learning experience, and state the amount requested toward seminar costs. 

 

 

KEVIN KUMMINGS SENIOR MUSIC AWARD 
 

 The Kevin Kummings Senior Music Award recognizes an outstanding and exemplary student musician. 

The recipient must be a graduating senior. 

 

1.  Primary Qualities:  The recipient must: 

a. Have a genuine demonstrated musical talent. 

b. Have a demonstrated commitment to developing this talent.  

c. This commitment could be demonstrated by such things as private lessons, formal study of theory, 

participation in performance groups, and the entering of competitions. 

d. Intend to use the award to further develop this talent. 

2.  Secondary Qualities:  The recipient should show a balance of the following qualities: 

a. Ability and academic achievement consistent with formal study of music beyond high school. 

b. A positive contributor to the overall Walden III community beyond normal class work and expected 

musical performance. 

c. A person who demonstrates other qualities prized by Walden III. Among these are:  

Concern for others, personal dignity and maturity, courage, self-motivation, curiosity and a desire to 

learn, and positive risk-taking. 

 

 

 
APPLICATIONS FOR ALL FOUR SCHOLARSHIPS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE MAIN OFFICE 



 

 

Walden III PTSA 
Saturday, April 4, 2009 

 9:00a-11:00p 

2710 South Green Bay Rd 

Racine WI 53406 
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